AGE OF ACCOUNTABILITY – Is there any truth to it?
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Many people believe that mankind is not accountable for his sins until he reaches a certain age (which is commonly known as “age of accountability”).  This misconception is based on the so-called freewill gospel that is so widely taught in many churches.  Sadly to say, this freewill gospel is not based on truth and is devised from the minds of men.  Those who follow this type of gospel only use certain scriptures (such as John 3:16, Romans 10:9, 13 and 2 Peter 3:9) and not the whole counsel of God (entire bible—comparing scripture with scripture) to see what the Lord has to say about salvation.   Nowhere in the bible does the Lord say that man is not accountable for his sins until he reaches a certain age.  So, where did this false teaching come from?  The freewill doctrine teaches “by only using select verses in bible” that you must accept Christ as your personal Saviour and confess with your mouth and believe in your heart that Christ has rose from the dead.  They have conveniently omitted scriptures pertaining to election* (see below) and for this reason; they have come up with a deceptive way of including babies and small children in this type of salvation plan.  They have creatively stated (based on a lie---this is not scriptural) that a child must reach a certain age “when he/she is able to understand right from wrong” and only than is he/she held accountable for his/her sins.  Mankind knows that there is no way that a baby or small child can understand or take any action to become saved, as it is required by the freewill gospel.  So, to the natural man (unbeliever), age of accountability sounds logical (all babies and small children are saved) --- but is it biblical?  The answer is “no”.   

Now lets examine the scriptures below to see what the Lord has to say about the state of mankind and the salvation plan that He has established.  

Psalm 51:5 – Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

Psalm 58:3 – The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies.

Genesis 8:21 – And the Lord smelled a sweet savour: and the Lord said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man’s sake; for the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done. 

Jeremiah 17:9 – The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

Romans 3:23 – For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Roman 3: 10 – 12:

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

Psalm 14:2 –3:  

2 The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God.  3 They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

As we can see from the above scriptures, mankind is conceived in sin, he is born speaking lies, the imagination of man’s heart is wicked from his youth, and therefore all (including babies and small children) have sinned and are under the wrath of God.  According to the scriptures, there is no special exception for babies or children; we all are held accountable for our sins.    

So, how are babies and small children saved if they cannot understand the bible?   The answer is quite simple--- the Lord does the saving (Titus 3:5-7).  If we follow the salvation plan according to the bible, we will come to realize that God’s elect are chosen before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4-6; 2 Timothy 1:9; Psalm 65:4)), and in God’s appointed time (2 Corinthians 6:2), he will draw his elect unto himself (John 6:44), convert their heart (Jeremiah 24:7, 31:33, give them eternal life (Roman 6:23), spiritual understanding of the bible (1 John 2:27), and the desire and ability to be obedient to his word (Psalm 112:1; Psalm 111:10; Philippians 2:13).   Once the Lord saves his elect from his wrath, they will have the faith of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 4:2)/ the Spirit of God dwelling within them (Romans 8:9) and the ability to truly confess the Lord to others (humbly share the true gospel).  According to the salvation plan of the bible, anyone can be saved (including a baby, small child, or someone suffering from a mental illness) if they are one of God’s elect.  

All of mankind is spiritually dead before the Lord saves them.  The Lord must give his elect spiritual life before they can respond to his commandments to believe on him and confess him before others because it is the Holy Spirit that works within them to do his good pleasure.   Perhaps, Ephesians 2:1 – 10 will give us a better understanding of the state of man before he/she is saved from God’s wrath:

1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of our flesh, and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for this great love herewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we are his workmanship. created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

If we rightly compare scriptures, we will come to the conclusion that there is no truth in the “age of accountability” doctrine.  The bible is perfectly clear that all mankind stands short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23) and we have nothing to do with our salvation (Titus 3:5).  The Lord does the saving (Psalm 3:8).  Therefore, it doesn’t matter what age we are---if we are one of God’s elect, he will save us from his wrath at his appointed time.  Anything short of this, will lead to eternal damnation (Matthew 7:13).  

*To learn more about election, please read the following biblical teachings on the www.heavenlywisdom.com website: “Understanding Election/Predestination (Q & A)”, “God’s Elect”, and “Let No Man Deceive You”.   
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