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GOD’S ELECT
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What does the bible teach us about election/predestination?  The Lord reveals through his word (bible) that he has chosen/elected/predetermined certain people before the foundation/creation of the world (Ephesians 1:4-6 / Romans 8:28-30 / 2 Timothy 1:9).  Those who the Lord has chosen will be saved from his wrath.  The bible clearly states that there is no work that we can do to save ourselves (Ephesians 2:8.9) because we are spiritually dead (Ephesians 2:1-5 / John 5:21, 25 / Colossians 2:13) due to our sins/rebellion and therefore, we can not come to Christ and will not come to Christ on his terms.  The Lord considers any work or effort we make to become cleansed/saved to be as filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6) and teaches us in his word that there is none righteous, none that seeketh after God, and that we have all gone astray (Psalm 14:2,3 / Romans 3:10-12).  The work of salvation is totally accomplished by God (Psalm 3:8).  The Lord tells us that his elect are not saved according to their work of righteousness (Roman 9:11 / Philippians 3:9), but according to election, through the works and faithfulness of Jesus Christ.  It is the Lord who quickens/gives eternal life to his predetermined children.  It is indeed a fact that the Lord commands us to believe in him with all of our heart and to turn from our wicked ways.  But, because of our sinful nature, according to the scriptures, we cannot do this of ourselves.  It is the Lord who will give his elect a new heart/renewed mind (Ezekiel 36:26, 27) to believe on him (John 6:29), to be obedient to the word of God, and it is he who will draw his children unto himself (John 6:37, 44 / John 17:2 / Psalm 65:4).  It is the work of the Lord that enables his elect to will and do of his good pleasure (Philippians 2:13).  Lets take a look at following scriptures to find truth:

Ephesians 1:4-6: [4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.  5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will. 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.] 

Roman 8:28 –30: [28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God to them who are the called according to his purpose.  29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.] 

2 Timothy 1:9  - Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ before the world began.  

Ephesians 2: 8, 9: [8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.]

Ephesians 2:1-5: [1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins: 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.  4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)]

John 5:21, 25: [21 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will.  25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.]

Colossians 2:13 – [And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses:]

Isaiah 64:6 – [But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.] 

Psalm 14:2,3: [2 The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God, 3 They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no not one.]

Romans 3:10-12: [10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.  12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.] 

Psalm 3:8 – [Salvation belongeth unto the Lord: thy blessing is upon thy people.]

Romans 9:11 – [For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth:)]

Philippians 3:9 – [And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.]

Ezekiel 36:26, 27: [26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.  27 And I will  put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.]

John 6:29 – Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 

John 6:37, 44: [37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.

44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the

    last day.]

John 17:2 – [As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.]

Psalm 65:4 – [Blessed is the man who thou causeth to approach unto thee.]

Philippians 2:13 – [For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.] 


A good illustration of election according to God’s purpose can be seen in Romans 9:11 – 21.  Lets look at these verses carefully.
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11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth:)  12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger.  13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.  14 What shall we say then”:  Is there unrighteousness with God” God forbid.  15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.  16 So then it is not to him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.  17 For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth.  18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.  19 Thou will say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will?  10 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God?  Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?  21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour.


In the above verses, God has used twins (Jacob and Esau) to give us an explanation/illustration of his purpose according to election.  Please keep in mind that the twins were not yet born but God had already chosen/predestinated Jacob to salvation.  The Lord tells us that it is not of our works that we obtain salvation, but it is of God who calleth/chooses.  God further explains that salvation is not given to us because we willeth (want salvation) or because we runneth (work for salvation), but, in fact, we receive salvation only because of God’s mercy.  The Lord tells us more than once in the above verses (so we better take heed) that he decides who will receive his mercy.  He is the potter (creator) and we are the clay (his workmanship) and therefore, it is he who determined before the foundation of the world who would be saved from his wrath.  We must remember that a man can receive nothing, except it be given to him from God (John 3:27).  

A good illustration of us being dead in our sins (spiritually dead) can be seen in John Chapter 11.  When Lazarus was dead, God first called Lazarus, and then he gave Lazarus life.  It is clear, that there is nothing that Lazarus did.  He was dead, he was a corpse, but God gave him life.   Just as Lazarus was physically dead, we are spiritually dead, and only God can give us life (quicken us).  There is nothing (no works) that we can do for our salvation.  Just like Lazarus couldn’t help himself, we can’t help ourselves.  Because we are spiritually dead, we cannot take any action on our part.  God alone accomplishes the work of salvation/eternal life.

In conclusion, as you can see from the above verses, it is impossible for us to accept Christ as our personal Saviour. Our work/righteousness is as filthy rags.  According to the word of God (due to our sinful nature) we cannot and will not come to Christ on his terms.  We are dead in our sins and only the Lord can quicken us (give us eternal life) and save us from his wrath.  Salvation belongs to the Lord, and it is he who has determined before the creation of the world who is going to be saved.  The Lord does tell us that a broken spirit (a broken and contrite heart), he will not despise (Psalm 51:17).  Therefore, we have hope.  As long as we have breath in our body, we can cry out to the Lord and ask him to have mercy upon our soul and to please save us from his wrath.  If we are one of his elect, he will draw us unto him through his word, and give us eternal life.
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