The True Meaning of John 3:16
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Whenever the Lord gives me the opportunity to be a witness for him, I always like to share three of the most popular, but misunderstood verses in the bible: John 3:16, Romans 10:9, and Romans 10:13.  In this short study however, we will be focusing only on John 3:16.  In these last days, it is a dreadful sight to see how the corporate church has fallen away from the truth. There are many people within the church who claim to be Christians, who read the scriptures so superficially without carefully comparing scripture with scripture as commanded by the Word of God in 1 Corinthians 2:13.  Thus, creating a disasteress result that makes the word of God ineffective and powerless.  My hope and prayer is that God will use this short study on John 3:16 to draw many people to hear the true spiritual meaning of what this verse is actually teaching us. In order for the word/laws of God to be effective, first, the true gospel must be heard, and then God the Holy Spirit must apply that truth to the heart, mind, and soul of each individual he plans to save from his wrath.  Lets begin!

JOHN 3:16

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.


If we isolate the verse John 3:16 and let it stand-alone; we may come to believe that anyone who says they believe in the Son of God will have everlasting life.  We will now go on to discover that this is not only an impossible idea, but also a very destructive conclusion as we compare scripture with scripture.  In John 3:16 God says, “that he gave his only begotten Son”. We know that the only begotten Son is no one other than the Lord Jesus Christ.  But, who is Jesus the Son? Jesus is the very essence of God himself.  He is the only begotten Word and Law of God incarnated into flesh.  If we are going to live eternally with him, we must obey the only begotten word that proceedeth from the mouth/voice of God.  See the confirming verses below:

JOHN 1:1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

MATTHEW 4:4

But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone,

 but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

JOHN 1:14

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 

the glory of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

PSALMS 119:72

The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold and silver.

DEUTERONOMY 27:10

Thou shalt therefore obey the voice of the Lord thy God, and do his 

commandments and his statutes, which I command thee this day.

We have now discovered how God loved the world.  He loved the world by given his only begotten Word, and the Word/law is full of grace and truth.  The only way to hear the voice of God, to commune and find the will of God, is through the 66 books that make up the whole bible.  God warns the world in Revelation 22:18-19 that if anyone adds or takes away from the word of God, they are still under the wrath of God.  What a wonderful God we have to make it so simple for us to understand that we have the complete revelation from God for mankind contained and protected in the bible by God the Holy Spirit.  Any other book or revelation mankind claims to be inspired from God we know is from the mind of sinful man trying to show his piety/devoutness before man.

HEBREWS 10:7

Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,)

to do thy will, O God.

PSALMS 40:7

Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me…


Now lets continue on to find the biblical definition of believing.  You will learn that believing is a work that must be performed entirely by God in the life of every individual that has been predetermined to salvation by God (Eph 1:4).  Man’s mind is not capable of believing or trusting in something he cannot see or touch.  As a result, man has created over 26,000 ways of believing (religions) predominantly from ascertaining certain scriptures from the bible.  Only certain scriptures are used by these religions to build and shape the image they desire their God to be.  Therefore, by not believing (trusting/obeying) the COMPLETE word of God and skipping over certain verses because of their lack of understanding them (Hosea 4:6), they shall be counted as unbelievers and perish in everlasting destruction for their debasing of the word of God.  Believing is not according to the strength and will (Rom 9:16) of a man’s mind or desire in which he determines when he will believe/trust in God, but according to the miraculous work that God performs in the life of each person he has chosen to salvation (John 15:16).

JOHN 6:28-29

Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 

Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God,

 that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.


Notice what the disciples say in the above verse.  They’re asking Jesus what can they do to gain salvation.  Salvation is totally the work of God and there’s nothing a man can do to gain salvation.  There’s never been a man on the face of the earth that could do the works of God, and there never will be.  So, if believing is the work of God, we know that our believing is worthless because were not saved from the wrath of God according to our works.  See the following verses:

EPHESIANS 2:8-9

For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 

it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.

MARK 9:23-24

Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. 

And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, 

I believe; help thou mine unbelief.


Notice what Jesus tells the father of the child in the previous verse; IF THOU CANST BELIEVE, all things are possible to him that believeth.  The thing that is possible to him that believeth is SALVATION! But the fact is, no one can or will believe in the Son (word, law) of God according to the scriptures without the working of Christ within them.  This is the reason why there are so many denominations and various ways of believing in Christ.  People only pick and choose the verses that satisfy their own self-centered desires.  Thus, building the type of God/idol that fulfils their needs.  Also notice in Mark 9:23-24 that the father of the child cries out and says I BELIEVE, HELP THOU MINE UNBELIEF.  What the father of the child is actually saying is that his believing is worthless, and he needs the saving work/power of Jesus Christ to work in his soul for salvation.  Remember, all our righteousnesses/works are as filthy rags 

(Isaiah 64:6).

PHILIPPIANS 2:13

For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

II TIMOTHY 1:9

Who has saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, 

but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus 

before the world began.

 I hope that this short study on John 3:16 will be a great help to many people who may have trusted that because they took some effort/work to believe on Christ that all is well with them.  It will be more tolerable on judgment day for the individual that never heard of Jesus Christ than for the person that believed because of their effort/work of faith, or their effort/work of believing on Jesus, or their effort/work of repentance caused them to have peace with God.  The Lord must bring us to the understanding that we are spiritually dead (Eph 2:1) and that there is nothing we can do to work salvation in our life.  To be saved from the wrath of God is entirely a gift of grace through the working power of Christ to his elect children that were given to him by the Father to redeem them from death (John 17:9). 

PSALMS 119:126

It is time for thee, Lord, to work: for they have made void thy law.

In conclusion, let us wait on the Lord and not make his word void.  For it is the Lord that must do all the work of forgiving us, the work of going to the wrath of God for us, and the work of keeping all the laws/commandments that he command us to keep and obey.  Therefore, let us plead with God to have mercy upon us, to give us his Holy Spirit, so that we may serve him in spirit and in his truth.  For God is a Spirit (John 4:24), and his laws are spiritual (Romans 7:14).

ROMANS 8:8-9

So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  But ye are not in the flesh, 

but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  Now if any man 

have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
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