LET NO MAN DECEIVE YOU
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The Lord tells us over and over again in his word (bible), “Let No Man Deceive You.”  So, it is in our best interest to pay close attention to this warning.  But, how do we know that we are being deceived?  The Lord provides us with the answer to this question in his word.  Lets begin by reading Ephesians 5:6 – 

6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.

As we can see in the above verse, man will deceive us with vain words.  But, what does the Lord consider vain words to be?  Vain words have no value and can be summed up in this way: anything that is not of God (according to his word/truth) is considered vanity.  For example, any doctrine after the traditions of men, man’s imagination, church beliefs, confessions, denominations, etc. is not of God and anyone that is following these rather than the bible alone is being deceived by vain words and is under the wrath of God.


The Lord tells us that many people will be deceived by false doctrines.  They will say that their doctrine is of Christ, is the Way, is the Truth, and is the Word of God.  But, the Lord warns us to be cautious of what man tells us, as stated in the following verses:

Matthew 24:4,5 – 

4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.  5 For many shall come in my name saying, I am Christ: and shall deceive many.

Matthew 15:9 – But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men,

Romans 1:21 – Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish hearts were darkened.

Colossians 2:8 – Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the traditions of men, after the rudiments (basic principles) of the world, and not after Christ.

Proverb 14:12 – There is a way which seemeth right unto a man but the end thereof are the ways of death.


How can we know that we have found truth?  We must first come to the understanding that the bible is its own interpreter and therefore, we can only find truth in the word of God.  We must compare scripture with scripture (I Corinthians. 2:12, 13) to find truth.  If there appears to be a contradiction in the word, then we clearly have not yet found truth.  It is as simple* as that.  Once we realize that we can only find truth solely in the bible, we will not be snared by the vast false doctrines that are in the world today.  As stated in Ephesians 4:14 -  

14 - That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight (trickery) of men and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.


What type of trickery, cunning craftiness should we be aware of as stated in the above scripture?  Lets find the answer in the following verses:

2 Peter 2:18,19 - 

18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.  19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 -

13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.  15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.

2 Thessalonians 2:8-12 -

8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming. 9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.  10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

Matthew 24:24 - For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

2 Corthinians 11:3 – But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled (deceived) Eve through his subtilty (craftiness), so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity* that is in Christ.


As we can see in the above verses, we will be deceived not by what we consider to be evil, but, by great swelling words, flattery, words pleasing to the flesh, kindness, etc.   Satan will appear as an angel of light and his helpers (pastors, ministries, evangelist, teachers) as ministers of righteousness.  So, if this is true, then how are we going to know if we have truth?  It’s obvious that we can’t go by what man says, even if he appears to be nice, kind hearted, caring, loving, etc., because this is how Satan is bringing the gospel and is fooling the world.  Satan is so great at deceiving mankind by trickery - kindness, flattery, words pleasing to the flesh, great signs and wonders, that there is no way, we can determine if we have truth without solely relying on the bible.  Just as Satan deceived Eve through craftiness (a lie), mankind is still being deceived today.  God’s elect (chosen children) will be the only ones that will be able to find truth because the Lord will open their eyes and ears (understanding) to his truths.  Furthermore, God’s elect will be saved from his wrath and will know how Satan operates.  


Now that we have determined how mankind is being deceived into believing that he is saved from God’s wrath, we should ask our selves the following questions:

1) Am I willing to compare scripture with scripture to find truth and not rely on my wisdom (vain imagination/my way of thinking), my emotions, worldly knowledge, or the traditions of men?

2) Am I reading the bible for myself and allowing the word of God to be its own interpreter rather than following/believing what my church, denomination or confession teaches?

3) Am I willing to depart/turn away from any false doctrine (anything that is contrary to the word of God) that I thought was truth, when it is revealed to me in the scriptures?

4) Am I obedient to the word of God when I find truth in the scriptures?

5) Am I willing to rely on the word of God alone and in its entirety for truth?

These are some tough questions that we must and need to ask ourselves.  If we answer

 “no” to any of the above questions, then there is a high likelihood that we are not one of God’s elect and therefore, we are still under the wrath of God.  A true child of God will have an ongoing desire to do the will of God and will be willing to look at all scripture to find truth and not just use certain scriptures to state his/her belief.  As mentioned earlier, we can not do this of ourselves, only the Lord can reveal his truths to us as stated in Luke 24:45  - 

45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures.


Now, lets look at one example of a false doctrine that is being taught through the manipulation of scriptures by the working of Satan through mankind (pastors, ministers, evangelists) to deceive the people of the world.  This doctrine is known as “The Free Will Gospel.”  Many so-called bible teachers are teaching/saying that God’s condition for mankind to become saved is that we must accept Christ as our personal Saviour.  This is a false teaching and many are being deceived.  The Lord tells us in Ephesians 2:8-9, that there is no work/condition that we can do to obtain salvation. The work that must be done is entirely accomplished by Christ alone (Philippians 2:13) and only his works will save his predetermined children (Ephesians 1:4-6,11) who were elected before the creation/foundation of the world.  All others will follow the image of the beast (false Christ) that are not written in God’s will (Revelation 13:8).  It is true that the Lord commands us to believe on him with all our heart and to turn from our wicked ways.  However, because of our sinful nature, we cannot come to Christ and will not come to Christ on his terms (Psalm 14:2,3/Isaiah 64:6/Romans 3:10-12).  If we closely examine the scriptures, we will come to the understanding that we are spiritually dead (John 5:21, 25/ Colossians 2:13) due to our sins and therefore it is impossible for us to come to the Lord.  The scriptures clearly tell us in Ephesians 2:1-5 that it is by the grace of God that his elect are given eternal life (quickened) and are saved not by their works/efforts but are saved through the faith and works of Jesus Christ.  For further scriptures in reference to God’s elect/predestinated children, please read the Biblical Teaching entitled, “God’s Elect”. 


In conclusion, the Lord has warned us time and time again in his word not to be deceived by man.  The final question is: Are we going to take heed/listen to his warning or are we going to ignore it (to our destruction)?
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