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“MARRIAGE” 

A union between a man and a woman that is ordained by God

- Until death do we part -
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THERE ARE NO GROUNDS FOR DIVORCE...
Matthew 19:3-6
3 -The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away 

his wife for every cause?  4 - And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made

them at the beginning made them male and female, 5 - And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?  6 - Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh.  What therefore God hath joined together let not man put asunder. 

In verse 3 the Pharisees asked is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason and Jesus responded in verse 6, What therefore God hath joined together let no man separate.  So in answer to their question, there is no reason for divorce.  
Matthew 19:7-8
7 - They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement and to put her away?  

(See Deut. 24:1-4) 8 - He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.

In verse 7, the Pharisees asked why did Moses allow a man to divorce his wife.  And Jesus responded, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives for the cause of fornication only because of the hardness of your hearts, but from the beginning it was not so.  The hardness of the heart refers to someone that is unsaved, someone who is in rebellion against God.  If the husband did divorce his wife, it would be an indication that the husband is unsaved and rebellious against God.  Therefore a true child of God would never even think of divorce.   So in verse 8, God is clearly stating that fornication is not a grounds for divorce. 

Matthew 19:9

And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, 

committeth adultery: and whoso married her which is put away doth commit adultery.
In verse 9, Jesus is answering the Pharisees’ original question that they asked in verse 3, “Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every (any) cause?”  Jesus states that whosoever shall put away his wife, except for fornication and marries another commits adultery.  What Jesus simply stated is that the Old Testament Law found in Deuteronomy 24 that permitted divorce for uncleanness (fornication) is NO LONGER a reason for divorce, and those that are guilty of using fornication, or any other sin as a reason for divorce are transgressing God’s Holy Commandment that forbids divorce for any reason.  This is in agreement with Luke 16:18, Matthew 5:31-32, and Mark 10:11-12, in which God indicates that a man is not to marry another woman after divorce, and anyone who marries the divorced wife commits adultery.  The Lord commands us to forgive our brother seventy times seven (Matthew 18:21-22).  This means that we are to forgive all the time.  So then, if we are to forgive all the time, wouldn’t this include fornication?  The answer is “Yes.”  It’s that simple!  If we carefully compare scripture with scripture, we will obtain the spiritual understanding of what the Lord intended marriage to be and as a result all of the scriptures will harmonize perfectly.

Luke 16:18
Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that is put away from her husband committeth adultery.
Matthew 5:31 -32
31 -It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: 32 - But I 

say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery; and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.


Mark 10:11-12

11 - And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth 

adultery against her.  12 - And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery.
In Matthew 5:32 and Matthew 19:9 when Jesus says, “Whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication” and “Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, ” he is stating that if a man put a wife away for any fornication which the bible defines in Deut 24:1 as uncleanness (which is SIN), he is causing her to commit adultery (which is SIN). We must remember that Jesus is removing the Old Testament law of Deuteronomy 24:1, which was a temporary law that stated that a man could for any uncleanness (sin) put away his wife.  This temporary law was put in place so that God could divorce national Israel because of the hardness of their hearts (Jeremiah 3:8). When the temporary law was put into place it allowed God to divorce national Israel, which was finalized at the cross. This is why when we go back to Matthew 5:31, God says, “It has been said, whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement,” meaning that this temporary law no longer exists.  We are no longer to divorce.  Just as God will never divorce the true believer spiritually, we are never to divorce (physically) for any reason.  So now, once we are spiritually married to God, we are guaranteed eternal life and he will never put us away (divorce us). 

Malachi 2:16

For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away (divorce):. . .
Matthew 19:10
His disciples say unto him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry.

In Matthew 19:10, the disciples are shocked (horrified) that there are no grounds for divorce.  They can’t envision a marriage where the husband has lost all rights to divorce his wife.

IF A UNBELIEVER LEAVES/BREAKS THE MARRIAGE...

I Corinthians

10 - And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her         7:10-16

husband: 11 - But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not 

the husband put away his wife. 12 - But to the rest speak I not the Lord:  If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away.  13 - And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. 14 - For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy.  15 - But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart.  A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace. 16 - For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? Or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?

If the unbeliever leaves/departs/divorces, according to 1 Corinthians 7:15, the believer is not under bondage. The believers desire is to do the will of God, therefore, he/she knows that a divorce is against God’s will.   However, he/she is not bound to (guilty of breaking) Christ’s written law to the point that he/she will have to fight his/her spouse in order to prevent the divorce.  It is not the believer’s sin.  Therefore, the believer is called to peace with God’s written law.  When the separation occurs the believer must remain unmarried or be reconciled to his/her spouse (See 1 Corinthians 7:11).  However, if the unbeliever remarries, the believing spouse must remain unmarried, as long as his/her spouse lives, because he/she is bound to keeping God’s law.  In God’s eye he/she is still married to his/her spouse and the other marriage is an adulterous marriage.  

DEATH IS THE ONLY WAY A MARRIAGE CAN END...

I Corinthians

27 -Art thou bound unto a wife?  seek not to be loosed.  Art thou loosed from a wife?  seek not a wife.  

7:27-28

28 - But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned;. . .

If you are bound to a wife (married to a wife), seek not to be loosed (desire not a divorce).  If you are loosed from a wife (wife is dead), seek not a wife.  But, if you do marry, you have not sinned, because according to 1 Corinthians 7:39 and Romans 7:1-3 - a wife is bound by the law (married to her husband) as long as her husband lives, but if he dies, she can remarry.  So, the only way someone can remarry is if their spouse dies (they are now loosed from a spouse).

I Corinthians 7:39
The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is a liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord. 

Romans 7:1-3

1 - Know ye not, brethren (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that the law hath dominion over a man 

as long as he liveth. 2 - For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband.  3 - So then, if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man.

HOW MARRIAGE LIFE SHOULD BE...


What a husband and wife role is in a marriage -

I Corinthians 7:1-5
1 - Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man not to touch a woman.  2 – 

Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband.  3 - Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband.  4 - The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife. 5 - Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.

Ephesians 5:22-33
22 - Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord, 23 - For the husband is the head 

of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.  24 - Therefore as the 

church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. 25 - Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26 -That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27 -That he might present it to himself a glorious church not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.  28 - So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies, He that loveth his wife loveth himself.  29 - For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:  30 - For we are members of the body, of his flesh, and of his bones.  31 - for this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.  32 - This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.  33 - Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.

Colossians 3:18–19
18 - Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.  19 - Husbands, love your 

wives, and be not bitter against them.

I Corinthians 11:3
But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; 

and the head of Christ is God.

Genesis 3:16

Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring 

forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.

We are to marry a true believer -

II Corinthians

14 - Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with

6:14-17

unrighteousness?  And what communion hath light with darkness?  15 - And what concord (agreement) hath 

Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel (unbeliever)?  16 - And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  17 - Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.


We are not to divorce an unsaved spouse -

I Corinthians    
12 - But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to 

7:12 –13  

dwell with him, let him not put her away.  13 - And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and 

if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him.

I Peter 3:1-7

Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husband; that, if any obey not the word be won by the 

conversation (conduct) of the wives; 2 - While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear.  3 - Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 4 - But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornaments of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.  5 - For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands:  6 - Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.  7 - Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.  
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Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:

“What God has joined together let no man separate (put asunder)”.
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