PERSECUTED FOR CHRIST’S SAKE
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The Lord tells us over and over again in his word that his elect will suffer persecution for his namesake.  They will be reproached (insulted), hated, reviled, rejected and evil spoken of because the world (unsaved) do not and cannot understand the wisdom from above that is only given to God’s chosen vessels.  The true gospel is hidden from the world and it is both strange and a mystery to the unsaved.  Below are some scriptures related to this subject matter: 

Philippians 1:29

For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake;

1 Peter 4:12-14

12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his 

glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.  14 If ye be reproached for the name 

of Christ, happy are ye: for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil 

spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.

Matthew 10:22

And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.

2 Timothy 3:12

yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

Psalm 34:19
Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivereth him out of them all.

Matthew 5:10-12

10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for their’s is the kingdom of heaven.

11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 

against you falsely, for my sake.  12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward

 in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.

Luke 6:22, 23 

22 Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man’s sake.  23 Rejoice ye in that day, and leap 

for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets.

2 Corinthians 4:3, 4

3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:  4 In whom the god of this 

world (Satan) hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the 

glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

Who will persecute God’s elect?  Those who have been deceived into believing that they are saved from God’s wrath will persecute the elect.  These individual are fooled by mankind (false prophets, ministers, and deceitful workers – 2 Corinthians 11:13-15) through vain and flattering words into believing a lie (false gospel) and they’re convinced that they are not only Christians but also are doing a service for God.  But in all actuality, they are working for Satan.  And the sad thing is, they will not realize this, until they stand before the Lord on Judgment Day (Matthew 7:21-23).  The Lord tells his elect not to be offended when the so-called Christians who believe that they are doing a good work of God put them out of the synagogues/churches.   A prime example of this is when Saul (who thought he was saved and was associated with the church) persecuted Stephen who was one of God’s elect who was full of faith (faith of Jesus Christ) and power (Holy Spirit).  Saul truly believed that he was doing a service for the Lord when he persecuted Stephen who had a true confession of Jesus Christ (Acts Chapters 6 & 7).  Saul and his associates were all on one accord and they chose not to hear Stephen’s confession (God’s truths) but rather they chose to stone him to death (silence him).  The Lord later called out to Saul and said, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me” (Acts 9:4).  Even today, the true believers are being silenced (unable to declare the true gospel and therefore are spiritually killed) and many are told to depart from the church as indicated below:

John 16:1-3

1 These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended.  2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.

3 And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me.

Eventually, Saul (who’s name was changed to Paul) was saved from God’s wrath (only because he was a chosen vessel of God before the foundation of the world).  By the grace and mercy of God, the Lord revealed his truths unto Paul and as a result, Paul had a true confession and was able to declare the holy word of God to others.  

Why will God’s elect be persecuted?  The answer is plain and simple.  The Lord tells us in his word that just as he has suffered, so will his elect endure persecution.  In John 15:20, John 13:16, and 1 Peter 2:21-23, we are reminded that God’s elect/servants are not greater/better than him and for this reason they too shall suffer persecution as he did.  

John 15:20

Remember the word that I said unto you, the servant is not greater than his lord.  If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep your’s also.

John 13:16

Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; 

neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.

1 Peter 2:21–23

21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously.

Will God’s elect be loved by the world?  The answer is “no”.  So, if you find that you are loved and well spoken of by the world, woe unto you, because the Lord tells us in Luke 6:26 that so did the fathers speak well of the false prophets.  If you’re in this category, you should carefully examine yourself because according to John 15:19, you are of the world (unsaved).  However, if you’re one of God’s elect, you’re chosen out of the world and therefore the world will hate you.  For the Lord tells us that in him his elect will have peace, but in the world they shall have tribulation.  Yet, his children should not be discouraged because Christ has overcome the world as stated in John 16:33.  

Luke 6:26

Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets.

John 15:19

If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, 

but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.

John 16:33

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.  In the world ye shall 

have tribulation: but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.

In conclusion, God’s elect should not be shocked, dumbfounded, confused, or discouraged when they are faced with persecution because according to what we have read in the bible, the true believers will be evil spoken of by their own people who call themselves Christians just as Christ who was a Jew was evil spoken of and put to death by his own people who were also Jews.  
John 1:11

He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

Mark 15:12-14

12 And Pilate answered and said again unto them, What will ye then that I shall do unto him whom ye call the King of the Jews?  13 And they cried out again, Crucify him.  14 Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil hath he done? And they cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify him.
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