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Let's begin by looking at how God uses the word “world”, which is going to be very important as we go along.  The Lord uses the word world in two ways: literally as in

· II Peter 3:6-7 - Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved onto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

and spiritually as found in

· Ephesians 3:21 - Unto him be glory in the church by Jesus Christ throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.  

We know that God's world has no end, but this world that we live in does have an ending as we can see in the above verses.

· Luke 8:10 - And he said, unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand.

What God is saying in this verse is that the only one's who will be able to understand the mysteries (sayings) of his kingdom (world) are the one's to whom it is given. This is that good and perfect gift (James 1:17) that God only gives to those he has chosen (Ephesians 1:4), but to the others, God say's he spoke in parables or earthly terms that they might not see, hear, or understand the spiritual message of his world. Look at

· John 3:5-6 - Jesus answered, Verily, Verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water (Truth) and the Spirit (God), he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

If we are born of God's world (from above), we will hear and see (understand) the spiritual meaning of the bible.  We will not only see and hear his word; we will be able to do God's laws as stated in 

· Romans 2:13 - or not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.

We must remember that the laws of God not only apply physically but also spiritually as stated by

God in 

· Romans 7:14 - For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.

An indication that we are not saved from this world and the wrath of God is when we do not understand the spiritual meaning of the word of God.  A perfect illustration of this is the Pharisee below who represents all those who believe they have some part (works) in their salvation. 

· Luke 18:12-13 - I fast twice in the week; I give tithes of all that I possess. And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much his eyes unto heaven, but smote his breast, saying God, be merciful to me a sinner.

The Pharisee (self righteous) took the word of God carnally (fleshly) deceiving himself that he could work his way into the kingdom of God and the publican knew that there was nothing he could do but beg God for mercy. Let's look at

· Ephesians 2:8-9 - For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourself: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.

We can see that we are saved through the faith of Jesus Christ (Galatians 2:16) not of ourselves, it is the gift that comes down from our Heavenly Father to those he has chosen and written in a book before the foundation of the world (Rev 13:8).  We read in 

· John 14:22 - Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?

The Lord’s intention is not to reveal himself to the people of this world, but only to the people (elect) of his world (born again from above/heaven), and we see the evidence of this in

· John 17:9 - I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine.

The “them” that the Lord is referring to in the above verse is the ELECT, the predetermined ones that God had elected to salvation before he made this world we presently live in. See 

· Ephesians 1:11 - In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him (God) who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:

Notice in the above verse that God says he "worketh all things after the counsel of his own will". God did not say after the counsel of our will.  He says after his will. There is a lot of misunderstanding in our churches today that man has a freewill.  Lets see if we can shed some light on this confusing message using the two worlds. In this earthly world, man does have a freewill:  a freewill to do almost anything he desires. He can wake up when likes.  He can choose his clothes.  He can go where he likes and he can eat what he desires.  As you can see, we can go on and on, but I think you get the message.  On the other hand, when it comes to God's world, it is a whole different story; a very fearful story that not too many people care to hear about.  Lets read what God says in

· Romans 9:15-16 - For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.

As we can see from the above verses, it is not of him that willeth (not our freewill), but God’s sovereign will to have mercy and compassion on who he chooses.  

· II Timothy 1:9 - Who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,

We are not saved by anything we say or do; it is according to Gods own purpose and grace (mercy). We should not confuse the two worlds together and think that we can bring the freewill we have in our flesh of this world, and bring it into the spiritual kingdom (world) of God. Jesus has warned us of being double minded, lukewarm, and serving God and mammon.  There is no in between.  If we think because we have a freewill in this world, that we have a freewill in God's world, the wrath of God is upon us to be experienced on the last day.  Look at

· Romans 8:5-8 - For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally (fleshly) minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is ENMITY (hatred) against God: for it is not subject to the law of God (Rom 7:14), neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

The people of this world believe that they can believe on God and all is well.  As we will now learn through the following verses our believing, our faith, and any other work we think we can do is all worthless and will be the cause of the eternal destruction of our souls if the Lord Jesus Christ has NOT become the Saviour of our souls by his WORK ALONE! Lets look at 

· Mark 9:23-24 - Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.

Notice what Jesus says to the father of the child, ''IF THOU CANST BELIEVE''. And notice the response of the father '' I BELIEVE; HELP MINE UNBELIEF''. The father is correctly answering Jesus by telling Jesus that his belief is worthless, and he needs the belief of Jesus Christ, which is FAITH. 

· Ephesians 2:8-9 - For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.

We are saved from the wrath of God through the faith of Jesus Christ; not of our faith, which is a work, but by the work of Jesus.  Lets remember the above verse because it is very important that we remember in our study that our works do NOT save us, Christ saves us.  

· Acts 26:18 - To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

· II Thessalonians 1:11 - Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power:

· John 6:28-29 - Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he has sent.

The multitude asked Jesus what could they do that they might work the works of God.  Jesus responded by stating that the WORK OF GOD is to believe on the Lord Jesus. So according to Ephesians 2:8-9 we’re NOT saved according to our works, but by the work of God. So, if I say I believe, I should be found a liar, because it is the belief of God and not my own.  All my boasting should always be in the direction of Jesus Christ.

· Romans 3:27 - Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.

If we say we played any part in salvation such as “I believe in Christ”, “I have faith”, “I was baptized”, “I accepted Christ”, our BOASTING would prove to be most fatal.  Our boasting should always be EXCLUDED because we have nothing to boast of, except the most wonderful thing imaginable, the works of Jesus Christ.   If we truly are a child of God, we will focus all our boasting toward the WORKS of the Lord Jesus Christ because he was faithful in going to the wrath of God, where we rightly belong and stood in our place for our transgressions, being perfect as the law of God commands.

· Matthew 5:48 – Be ye therefore perfect, even as your father which is in heaven is perfect.

· Hebrews 13:21 - Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

We don't and can't do anything for our salvation.  In these last days, the corporate church has fallen away (II Thes 2:3) from truth and does not correctly teach the true meaning of the following popular verses: (Rom 10:13) - you must call upon the name of the Lord,  (Rom 10:9) - confess with your mouth and (Jn 3:16) - believe on the name of Christ Jesus.  Churches of all denominations do not clearly understand that only God, not us, can execute the WORK that is represented in these verses.   As you can see in the following verses we cannot contribute anything towards our salvation, only God can accomplish the work that is required.  

· Isaiah 64:7 - And there in none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities.

· Romans 3:11 - There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.

If we remember this one verse before we try to take any credit for any part of our salvation, we will always be on safe ground.

· Philippians 2:13 - For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

Let us always remember, if the good works of Jesus are not manifested in us by his Holy Spirit, giving Christ ALL the glory, ALL the honour, ALL the power (Rev 4:11); we know of a certainty that we are not saved from the wrath of God.  We do not want to mix any of our unrighteousness in with the righteousness of Christ or our uncleanness with God's cleansing power. 

· Isaiah 64:6 - But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.

In the following verse God says that he will reward every man according to his works. If we are trying to get into Gods Holy Heaven on any work that we do in word or deed, we shall be found as a thief and a robber and be rewarded with everlasting damnation.  But if we come on the work of Jesus Christ alone, we will have life more abundantly, eternally with God.

· Matthew 16:27 - For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.

Lastly, we can see what happens to the person who continues on the broad path by NOT relying on the works of the Lord only, but continuing to try to take some credit or should we say vainglory for his salvation.

· Psalms 28:5 - Because they regard not the works of the Lord, nor the operation of his hands, he shall destroy them, and not build them up.

In closing, my dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, listen to the admonitions from our Creator and God, Jesus Christ.

· II Corinthians 11:14-15 - And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel (messenger) of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness (God); whose end shall be according to their works.

· Matthew 7:22-23 - Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And in thy name cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

· Ephesians 5:6 - Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.
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