UNDERSTANDING ELECTION / PREDESTINATION
 (Q & A)
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Before we begin with the questions and answers pertaining to election, please note the following:

Election does not appeal to man’s reasoning.

Understanding election honors God and humbles man.

Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which he regenerates, sanctifies, glorifies and gives spiritual/eternal life (Romans 8:28-30). 

Election precedes faith and repentance (Ephesians 1:4).

The bible does not state that God saw faith and repentance in some and chose them

 (Romans 3:10-12).

The bible does not say God foreknew who would choose him but rather it states that whom God did foreknow he also did predestinate (Romans 8:29). 

Election is not based on foreseen faith or works, but it produces faith and works.

The Lord knows his elect/sheep and they will follow him (John 10:27).  

Freewill means that salvation would be of man (our works) and not of grace (God).

Man is free to act according to his nature.  However, man’s nature consists of his desire, will, and choice, which is sin (Jeremiah 17:9, Romans 3:10-12, Jeremiah 13:23).
Question: WHO DOES THE ELECTING?  

Answer: God, not man.
2 Thessalonians 2:13 – But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:

Psalm 65:4 – Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple.

Romans 8:29, 30 – For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate, to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

John 15:16 – Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.

Question: WHEN WAS ELECTION DONE?

Answer: Before the creation of the world.
Ephesians 1:4 – According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:

2 Timothy 1:9 – Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 

Roman 9:23 – And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory.

2 Thessalonians 2:13 – But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:

Question: WHY WAS ELECTION DONE?
Answer: For God’s purpose and will.

Ephesians 1:5 – Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will.

Ephesians 1:11 – In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:

Romans 9:11 – (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth:)

Question: WHO WILL BELIEVE AND COME TO JESUS CHRIST ON HIS TERMS?

Answer: Only God’s elect.

John 6:37 – All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.

John 6:44 – No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.

John 10:27, 28 – My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  And I give them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

John 17:9 – I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine.  

Acts 13:48 – And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many were ordained to eternal life believed.

John 6:65 – And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.

Question: IS ELECTION ACCORDING TO GOD’S GRACE?

Answer: Yes, it is not by our works.

Ephesians 2:8, 9 – For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any name should boast.

Romans 11:5 – Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.  

Question: WILL THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN ELECTED (predestinated to salvation) SEEK AFTER                              

                   THE TRUE LIVING GOD?

Answer: No, they will believe that they are seeking after Christ and may even appear outwardly to be pursuing God, but in fact, they will be deceiving themselves by creating a false image of God (Jesus Christ) through their erroneous use of certain verses in the bible that appeal to them.  These are those who will fulfill their lusts and desires in seeking a god that is tolerable and acceptable to mankind, which in all actuality will be an incorrect conclusion that they have reached because they have not rightly divided the word of truth (ENTIRE BIBLE), which will in the end lead to their eternal destruction.  

Matthew 23:28 – Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.

John 5:39 – Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are them which testify of me.

Matthew 4:4 – But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
Matthew 7:21-23 – Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? In thy name done many wonderful works?  and then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  

Listed below for your convenience are additional verses where the words “elect” and “election” can be found:

· Matthew 24:22, 24, 31

· Mark 13:20, 22, 27

· Roman 8:33, 11:7, 28

· Colossians 3:12

· 1 Thessalonians 1:4

· 2 Timothy 2:10

· Titus 1:1
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