DO VISIONS, DREAMS, AND TONGUES STILL EXIST?
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In order to come to the spiritual truth on any biblical teaching, we must let the ENTIRE bible be our guide.  Every verse in the bible that appears to be in contradiction to a biblical principle must harmonize with any conclusion we arrive at by using the whole bible.  It is common in today’s society for numerous people and church denominations to make grievous doctrinal errors by selecting certain verses to prove their own self-gratifying conclusion.  Now, lets set out by using the whole bible as our guide to find the truth as to whether visions, dreams, and tongues still exist today. 

2 PETER 1:20-21
Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.

 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man:  but holy men 

of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

In the above verse, God tells us that no scripture is of any private interpretation or understanding from the mind of man. Holy men wrote the bible, while they were under the direction and power of God the Holy Spirit.  It is safe to say that God used man as an instrument to write his law book to the human race.  The question is, are we going to trust and obey God’s word and carefully compare spiritual with spiritual (1 Corinthians 2:13)?
God wrote the bible in old time by coming to his prophets of those days in visions, dreams and tongues.  See below verses.

HOSEA 12:10

I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, 

and used similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets.

MATTHEW 1:20

But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife:

 for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

1 CORINTHIANS 14:22
Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe.

JEREMIAH 36:2

Take thee a roll of a book, and WRITE THEREIN all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, 

from the days of Josiah, even unto this day. 

For approximately 1,500 hundred years, God was writing a book we now call the bible by communicating to his preordained prophets in visions, dreams, and tongues. This is the means by which the Lord chose to reveal his will to the human race as indicated in the following verses.  

EXODUS 17:14
And the Lord said unto Moses, write this for a memorial in a BOOK, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.

JEREMIAH 30:2
Thus speaketh the Lord God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words that I have spoken unto thee in a BOOK.
HEBREWS 10:7
Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of a book it is written of me)
To do thy will, O God.

Now that we have discovered through the bible how God revealed himself to his chosen prophets through visions, dreams, and tongues to write the bible, the question now is, is God still writing the bible today?  The bible will now give its answer…

REVELATION 22:18-19
For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things

 which are written in this book.

So, if any man, woman, or child would say that they received any type of message or revelation from God in a dream, vision, or tongue, they would be found guilty of adding to the Word of God, and therefore would be subject to all the plagues (wrath of God) that are written in the book (bible) which they will experience on the last day. We must always remember; the revelation from God is complete.  God is no longer talking to mankind except through the bible and the working of his Holy Spirit to give us an understanding of the bible. See the following verses.

I CORINTHIANS 2:12-14
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual (bible verses).  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God:

for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 

because they are spiritually discerned.

We should be very grateful to God that he has made discerning between what is of God, and what is of Satan so easy.  We now know that anything that claims to be divinely inspired of God outside of the bible is out of the mind of man or Satan, and when we rightly divide the word of God without any contradictions, we know that we have found the truth of God’s word.

HEBREWS 11:1
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

As we can learn from the previous verse, if we say we have faith, and have a desire to see evidence of that faith in an outward manifestation such as speaking in an unknown tongue, or falling backwards, or having a vision or dream of some future event of some sort, we can be assured that that person is either deceiving oneself or is under the power of Satan.  II Corinthians 5:7 – For we walk by faith, and not by sight:

1 CORINTHIANS 14:22
Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe.

MATTHEW 16:1
The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he would shew them a sign from heaven.

LUKE 11:16
And others, tempting him, sought of him a sign from heaven.

LUKE 11:29
And when the people were gathered thick together, he began to say, This is an evil generation (people): they seek a sign; and there shall no sign be given it, but the sign of Jonas the prophet.

Without any question, the above four verses are very clear that only an evil and unsaved individual would seek after a sign, and that tongues were a sign that God used while he was preparing the bible. But after the bible was completed, the sign of tongues came to an end as stated in –

1 CORINTHIANS 13:8-10
Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.  For 

we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is 

perfect is come, then that which is part shall be done away.

In the above verse, we can learn that when that which is perfect is come, (who is Jesus Christ on the last day) then that which is in part shall be done away, and that which is in part is prophecy and knowledge.  But, why didn’t God tell us that tongues would cease at his return? The reason is because the Lord told us in Revelation 22:18-19 that the book from God to mankind was complete and there will be no more revelation from God, as a result, no more signs such as visions, dreams, or tongues from God.  The below verse will teach you who will be doing signs.

2 THESSALONIANS 2:8-10
And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

In conclusion, as you can see, when the Lord completed his revelation to mankind, he ceased from using visions, dreams, and tongues as his source of communication to mankind.  The Lord left mankind the greatest love imaginable, which is his word (the bible).   Let us not fall into the snare of tempting the Lord by seeking further revelation (signs, i.e. visions, dreams, and tongues).  II Corinthians 5:7 – For we walk by faith, and not by sight.  
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